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AHAJIN3 TECTOB 110 JJEKCUKE AHT'JIMMCKOI O SI3BIKA
(HA ITPUMEPE OBHIEMOHI'OJIBCKUX BCTYIIMTEJIBHBIX
IK3AMEHOB 2019-2021 IT.)

AnHoTanus. lleHTp oneHku oOpasoBaHust MOHTOJIMM TNPOBOJAUT OOIIMH BCTYHNUTEIbHBIN
sk3ameH B Mownronuu ¢ 2006 roma. OOmmii BCTYMUTENBHBIM dK3aMEH OIICHUBAeT 0a30BbIE
3HAHMS BBITYCKHUKOB CPEJHHUX HIKOJ MO MpeaMeTy U crocobHoctu. llpenmers, a MMEHHO
MaTeMaTHKa, (u3MKa, XuMus, Ouosiorus, reorpadusi, aHTJIMHCKUN S3bIK, PYCCKUM S3BIK,
0OLIECTBO3HAHUE U UCTOPHSL, BBIOUPAIOTCS JJISl CJaul BBIMTYCKHUKAMU cpeiHel mKoibl. OgHaKo
¢ 2013 roga nus Kaxa0ro CTyJIeHTa CTajao 00sS3aTeNbHBIM CAAaBaTh 3K3aMEH 0 MOHT'OJIbCKOMY
A3bIKY. BCTYNUTENbHBIN SK3aMeH MO aHTJIMUCKOMY SI3BIKY pa3paboTaH ¢ 4eThIpbMsI BapHaHTaMU
JUIs OLIEHKM 3HAHUI »HK3aMEHYeMOro Ha OCHOBE oOmiero aHain3a OOy4eHHs B paMKax
COJIep’KaHUsl YCOBEpIIEHCTBOBAHHON Yy4eOHON MporpaMMbl IO aAHTIUICKOMY $3BIKY. MBI
MIPOBENU HCCIEI0BAaHUE, OCBSIIEHHOE aHAJIN3Y CTPYKTYPhI CIOBAPHOTO TECTA M0 aHTIIMHCKOMY
S3bIKY M OIIMOOK B €r0 BBINOJHEHUH ydalluMucs 12-To Ki1acca MOHTOJIBCKOM CpeHeH IIKOJIbI,
YTOOBI IOMOYb BBITYCKHUKAM CpPEIHEN LIKOJIbI MOATOTOBUTHCS K BCTYIUTEIHHOMY K3aMEHY IO
aHrnuicKkoMy s3bIKy. UTO KacaeTcs HanMCaHUs TECTOBBIX 3aJlaHUI, MOCTOSTHHO HCIOJIB3YIOTCS
YeThIPe KOTHUTHBHBIX YPOBHS, 4 UMEHHO: 3allOMMHAHME, TIOHMMAaHUE, IPUMEHCHUE U aHAJIU3.
[IpumensonmMii M aHAIU3UPYIOUIMKA YPOBHU HMCMOJIB3YIOTCS B OJWHAKOBOM COOTHOIICHHH.
VYpoBeHb MOHMMAaHUS MPUMEHSUICS OOJbIlleé BCEro, TOTAA KaK YpPOBEHb 3allOMHHAHUS
UCIIOJIb30BAJICS MeHbIIe Bcero. KpoMe TOro, g BBINOJHEHUS TECTOBBIX 3aJaHUN 10
CIIOBapHOMY 3amacy OOBIYHO HCIOJB3YIOTCS CyIIeCTBUTENbHbIE. B crathe oOCyxaaroTcs
pE3yJIbTaThl TECTOB U CACJIAH BBIBOL.

Knroueesvle cnosa: mecmosvie 3a0anusi no AHIAUNUCKOU JNeKcuke, makcoHomusi buyma, nnan,
OWUOKU 8 8bINOTIHEHUL.

ANALYSIS OF ENGLISH VOCABULARY TESTS
(CASE STUDY OF MONGOLIAN GENERAL
ENTRANCE EXAMINATION TESTS 2019-2021)

Abstract. The Education Evaluation Center of Mongolia has been conducting the General
Entrance Examination of Mongolia since 2006. The General Entrance Examination assesses high
school graduates’ basic knowledge of a subject and aptitude. The subjects, namely mathematics,
physics, chemistry, biology, geography, the English language, the Russian language, social
science, and history, are chosen to be taken by high school graduates. However, it has become
mandatory for each student to take the Mongolian language exam since 2013. The English
Entrance Examination is developed with four variants to assess the examinee’s knowledge based
on general learning analysis within the framework of the content of the improved curriculum of
the English language course. We conducted a study on analyzing the structure of the English
vocabulary test and the performance errors of the 12th-grade students at a Mongolian high
school to assist high school graduates in preparing for the English Entrance Examination
Vocabulary test. Regarding writing test items, four cognitive levels are constantly used, namely,
remembering, understanding, applying, and analyzing. The application and analysis levels are
used at the same ratio. The understanding level was applied the most, whereas the remembering
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level was used the least. Moreover, nouns are commonly used for writing vocabulary test items.
The authors consider the mock test results and draw appropriate conclusions.
Keywords: English vocabulary test items, Bloom’s taxonomy, blueprint, performance errors.

Since 2006, the National Educational Assessment Center of Mongolia has
organized the General Entrance Examination (from now on referred to as the
GEE); three indicators rank examinees’ success: first score, dimensional score, and
percentage score [1]. Educational standards and curriculum reform, and the
purpose of realistic assessment and measurement of the scientific knowledge
acquired by students are considered in the content of the examination and
organization of the General Entrance Examination. The goal of the General
Entrance Examination is to determine the general learning ability and the level of
knowledge of university entrants in Mongolia. The examinee shall select at least
two subjects from the list that includes Mongolian, English, Russian, Mathematics,
Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Geography, History, and Social Study. Topics and
assignments of GEE are in the form of a test designed to assess the examinee’s
knowledge, cognitive level, and general learning ability in accordance with the
content of the curriculum specified in 1.6 of this procedure. Mongolian, English
and Russian language examination contents include listening comprehension tasks.
English language examination is a comprehensive test that integrates the
assessment of reading comprehension ability, vocabulary knowledge, the
knowledge of language functions, the ability to answer cloze tests, and knowledge
of grammar and structure of English into one multiple-choice test. English
Entrance Examination is developed with four variants to assess the examinee’s
knowledge based on general learning analysis within the framework of the content
of the improved curriculum of the English language course. The test item of the
examination is based on Bloom’s taxonomy. The framework elaborated by Bloom
consisted of six major categories: Recalling and Remembering, Understanding,
Applying, Analyzing, Evaluating, and Creating. In order to assess the examinee’s
language knowledge, four of Bloom’s taxonomy levels are used in English
language examination: remembering, understanding, applying, and analyzing [2].
A test blueprint is essential for developing standardized written exams. It organizes
the test development process to reflect the educational process best, focusing on
the test and ensuring congruence between the intended learning outcomes and the
course content. It also helps determine the alignments of learning objectives,
teaching strategies, and assessment techniques [3]. The time of administration for
the English examination is 80 minutes. National Education Assessment Center
estimates each year’s Blueprint of the English examination. Similarly, the total
number of questions from the 2019-2021 English language examination was 50,
presented in sub-sections. Part 1 of the English examination is composed of
Grammar, Vocabulary, Communication, and Reading comprehension tests which
contain approximately 46-50 multiple-choice items with 70-80 points. Part 2 of the
English examination consists of approximately 4-5 matching test items with 20-25
points. In General English Entrance Examination from 2019-2021, vocabulary
tasks occupied 36% of the total examination tasks.
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To assist high school graduates in preparing for the English Entrance
Examination Vocabulary test, we conducted a study on analyzing the structure of
the English vocabulary test and the performance errors of the 12th-grade students
at a Mongolian high school.

In the first section, we made an analysis of cognitive levels of the
vocabulary test items and the structure of English vocabulary tests based on the
data from the Educational Assessment Center of Mongolia [4].

Table 1 - A Comparison of Vocabulary Test Item Numbers with the
English Entrance Examination Item Numbers

2019 2020 2021
English language English Language English Language
Entrance Entrance Entrance
Examination Examination Examination
Total number of
items in the English 50 50 50
Entrance
Examination
Total number of
Items in the English 18 16 16
Vocabulary Test

As you can see, the total number of items in the English VVocabulary Test
was between 16 and 18 for three consecutive years.

Table 2 - A Test Blueprint of Vocabulary Test 2019

Content Ratio Cognitive level Total
A
Content Reme | Unde | Ap aln -gf
mberi | rstan | plyi .y . Percentage
ng ding | ng zin | ite
g |m
36% out of the
English
Vocab_ulary 2 6 4 6 | 18 Entrance
section o
Examination
items
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Table 3 - A Test Blueprint of VVocabulary Test 2020

Content Ratio Cognitive level Total
Rem un Te
Content emb | 967 | APP | Ana |
) sta | lyin | lyzi | . Percentage
erin . ite
ndi | ¢ ng
g m
ng
36% out of the
English
Vocab_ulary 4 5 4 3 |16 Entrance
section N
Examination
items
Table 4 - A Test Blueprint of Vocabulary Test 2021
Content Ratio Cognitive level Total
un
Content Rem | de An | Te
onten
emb st A.p Pl a.ly .St Percentage
erin | an | ying | zin | ite
g |din g | m
g
36% out of the
English
Vocabulary 1,5\ 4 | 3| 16| Entrance
section o
Examination
items

According to the Test blueprints of English Vocabulary Tests from 2019-
2021, four cognitive levels, namely, remembering, understanding, applying, and
analyzing, are constantly used for writing test items. The applying and analyzing
levels are used at the same ratio. The understanding level was applied the most,

whereas the remembering level was used the least.
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Table 5 - Structure Analysis of English Vocabulary Test Items (2019-
2021)

2019 " 2020 " 2021 s Average of
Vocabulary 5 Vocabulary g Vocabulary g the three o
Test — Test = Test = years €
Themes ° ¢ ° ¢ ° < o
Ne S = S = = @
of ltems | Nu | Perc [ 8 | Nu | Perc | € | Nu - 2 8| Nu | Per |5
mb | enta [E | mb|enta |2 T | mb 2 | mbe | cent | B
i 3 ntage s S
ers| ge |5 ers| ge |5 ers 5 rs | age | F
Nouns 3 | 50% 3 | 33% 5 | 100% 36| 55
7 %
Task | Adjective 0 0 0 1.3 | 20 | 6.
1 S 2 |33% | 6 2 [22% | 9 0 0% | 5 3 % | 7
Verbs 1 | 17% 4 | 44% 0 0% 161 25
7 %
1 1. 1
Nouns 3 00 0 | 0% 0 0% 0 8
% 0 %
Task 5.
5 3 4 4 5
Phrasal 100 2.6 | 48
0 0,
verbs 0 0% 4 % 4 | 100% 7 %
Phrasal 100 1.3 | 40
0, 0,
verbs 4 % 0| 0% 0 0% 3 %
Task . 100 1.0 | 30 | 3.
0 0,
3 Idioms 0 0% 4 3 % 3 0 0% 3 0 % 3
Nouns 0 0% 0 0% 3 | 100% el
0 %
Nouns 2 1000 0 | 0% 0 0% 0-6 (27
Task % ! %
2 0 1 1
4 . 0.3 | 33
Idioms 0 0% 0 0% 1 | 100%
3 %

Our results suggest that the test item writers used nouns, adjectives, verbs,
phrasal verbs, and idioms for consecutive three years. However, the percentage of
their usage was different in different years. For example, phrasal verbs were used
100% in task 3 of the year 2019 but they were not used in 2020 and 2021.
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Table 6 - Mock Vocabulary Test Results of the 12t Grade Students at
“Oyunlag” High School (In the example of the 2021 General Entrance
Examination, Variants A and B)

Test Items Test Sections Number of Errors Percentage

Item 1 A. Items related to 3 11%
completing the gaps with the

ltem 2 most appropriate noun 8 30%

Item 3 15 56%

Item 4 8 30%

Item 5 5 19%

Item 6 B. Items related to 5 19%
completing the sentences with

Item 7 the correct particles of the 11 41%
phrasal verbs

Item 8 7 26%

Item 9 9 33%

Item 10 C. Choose the correct 6 22%
noun for the definitions

Item 11 11 41%

Item 12 9 33%

Item 13 D. Find out the 4 15%

appropriate meaning to the
underlined idioms

Twenty-seven “Oyunlag” high school students were given a mock
vocabulary test. We used the 2021 General Entrance Examination, Variants A and
B, for the test to define the most common errors among students. Thirty-two
percent of the students made errors in choosing the correct noun for definitions.
Approximately thirty percent of the students made errors in completing the
sentences with the correct particles of the phrasal verbs. The least type of errors
made by the students was 15% i.e., the errors related to idioms.

In general, based on the results of the study, the following conclusions are
drawn.

1. Four cognitive levels of Bloom’s taxonomy, remembering,
understanding, applying, and analyzing, are constantly used for writing test items.
Nouns, adjectives, verbs, phrasal verbs, and idioms are applied in writing
vocabulary test items. It has also been observed that nouns are most used for
writing vocabulary test items. The English vocabulary test item types mainly
consist of multiple-choice and completion items.
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2. The students’ errors related to nouns and phrasal verbs were the most
common.
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